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SECTION ONE

DEVELOPMENT OF THE
MANUAL

INTRODUCTION

The environmental clearance process is a critical part of the One Stop Shop of the
Development and Free Zones Commission. No economic activity may be granted an
operational permit (and hence proceed to operate) without having been environmentally
cleared first.

As with the principles upon which the One Stop Shop has been designed, the DFZC
environmental clearance process has been been designed taking into consideration
investor-friendliness whilst maintaining the necessary levels of compliance. The
environmental clearance process is risk-based, differentiating the procedures and
requirements for each of the low, medium, and high risk categories. An economic activity
that has been classified as ‘low-risk’ is granted an ‘automatic’ environmental clearance and
would not be required to carry out an environmental assessment of any sort. It may proceed
to receive the operation permit' and operate without the need to be subjected to an
inspection prior operation, conditional that the facility complies with a set of general
envirornmental conditions (as applicable), and inspection would then be post-operational®.
This allows for the low- risk economic activities to proceed on a ‘fast track’ permitting
process, simplifying the process for the investor as well as minimizing the administrative load
on DFZC. Moreover, the environmental clearance process emphasizes the principles of
transparency and predictability by having predetermined lists and criteria for each of the high
and low risk activities. This ensures that the investor is aware in advance of where he/she
stands and allows for a decision-making process that is objective rather than subjective.

To that end, a manual for the environmental low risk economic activities was developed (in
Arabic), utlilizing the United Nations’ International Standard Industrial Classification of All
Economic Activities (ISIC)? (kindly refer to Section Two for the full manual). The rationale for
adopting ISIC as a framework for identifying environmentally low risk activities may be
summarized as follows:

1- ISIC is viewed as a comprehensive list of economic activities and therefore ensures all
economic activities where considered during the screening of these activities to determine
those that are low risk environmentally.

2- ISIC is the international reference classification of productive activities, it therefore allows
for unifying and harmonizing the names and groupings of economic activities. (In
comparing international environmental lists, e.g. the World Bank or USAID, one is faced
with different names and descriptions of the same activity. This is averted by using ISIC).

! To receive the operatioinal permit ‘automatically’, the entity must be on the public safety and health low -risk lists too.
% Kindly refer to DFZC’s  environmental clearance SOP.
% Revision 4.0
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3- The registration and permitting process within the Development and Free Zones
Commission uses ISIC as a means to classify economic activities. Thus a direct link
between the various permitting processes is maintained through the use of ISIC, and
allows for easier implementation of the Environmental Low Risk Manual by the Investor
Services Directorate within the DFZC, the master developers, and even by the investors
themselves.

The manual was developed in close consultation with the Development and Free Zones
Commission® . It was subsequently presented to the CEOs of the master developers, and
training sessions carried out for the users of the manual, including the technical teams of the
master developers, and the officers of the One Stop Shop (please refer to Section Three).

* (namely, the Environmental Sustainability Directorate and H.E. the Chief Commissioner)
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SECTION TWO

DFZC MANUAL OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL LOW RISK
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES BASED
ON ISIC 4.0

The manual comprises of a listing of all economic activities determined to be low risk
environmentally, their equivalent 4 digit ISIC coding (at the lowest classification level, the
‘class’), exclusions or limiting conditions that are applicable to that class, and an
identification of the applicable environmental conditions that must be handed out.

The manual lists 180 classes of economic activities (out of a total of 419 listed class of
economic activities in ISIC), and clarified the thresholds and/or excluding criteria that would
disqualify them from being low risk. It should be noted that this list may be considered as a
‘conservative’ list at this stage, and more activities may be added to the list of
environmentally low-risk activities with the development of quantifiable thresholds that must
be applied.

The manual should not be looked upon as a stand alone tool. It must, however, be
considered as part of an integrated environmental management framework that should be in
place within the development (or free) zone. The pre-requisites for implementing the manual
must be an approved land-use plan (as part of a detailed master plan), and an
environmental assessment carried out for the entire zone (whether a strategic environmental
assessment or a rapid environmental assessment for the zone). The manual should also be
continuously revisted and updated, to reflect the environmental context of the zones.

USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 3
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SECTION THREE

TRAINING ON THE MANUAL

The objective of the low-risk list is to expedite the environmental clearance process through a pre-
determined list and to minimize the centralization of decision making. Thus, the classification of economic
activities as low-risk activities should be carried out initially by the master developers (as part of their role
as the first-level of compliance assurance and information dissimination to the investor), and the officers of
DFZC’s One Stop Shop, without the need for the Environmental Sustainabilty Directorate to screen every
low risk application’.

The manual and mode of application were introduced to users through 3 workshops aimed at different
audiences:

o At the executive level of the master developer companies for all 5 development zones (the Dead Sea,
Jabal Ajloun, Maan, Irbid, Business Park, and King Hussein Ben Talal-Mafraq Development Areas).
Attendees included the CEOs and senior executives.

o Officers of the One Stop Shop
e Technical teams of the master developers and the One Stop Shop.

Topics covered in the workshops

Topic comments
1- The Unified Investment Application Presented by the Investor Services Team.
Form This was covered at the workshops

including the master developers, and to

) clarify how the Environmental Low Risk List
How to fill the form is linked to the application form and rest of

Supporting documents the permitting process.

The Permitting Process

2- The Environmental Clearance
Framework at DFZC and the
Environmental Low Risk List

Environment Clearance framework for Presented by the Environmental
development (and free) zones Sustainability Directorate
Principles underpinning the Low Risk Please refer to the presentation below
list
Overall process overview Please refer to the presentation below
Introduction and training on ISIC Please refer to the presentation below
coding

Practical Exercise: Applying the list to Please refer to the presentation below

classify risk categorization: examples

"Except for quality control checks by the Directorate to confirm accurate risk classification
USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 38



S

\.6} m Gl ‘ Aokt , Ao
l l Dwwwtopmaent & Puu Zonen Comavasos

e 0 0 0 0 0 K
P e A e

5 ohadt) duiaia dualady) ddaiay)
L

- e

3 yadl 3laliall g 4 gaiill glaliall iyl

m~maa tiow
rAY ~—

daild g At AB3) ool Ay ol e K0 0 Al e aleal)
3 Al ARS sl Ao pla Lple S5 A (5
.:J_g.ha.‘lﬂ.._a.'.d.mﬂ.hq.u?ﬂ

T

USAID UZaID Jordan

o Economic Devaiopmant Progmm

USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

39



(L) 3 5 ghadl) Auiaig At Al

4.0z55) (ISIC) eyl dlals

-:.’_ \i. <1 ,.").!

USAID Jordan
Economic Davaiogmant Pragam

(Leiy) 5 shadd) daiNia Aty Aaild

21 0| 2 :
3 .M..J.g_._«.cw_._.a.]v.

< B

-
ALS Al

o . 1% . -,

3 - —'—ﬂ)——ﬂdﬂ—-

- t- <.t

e ﬂ-\_—\a- .Mj_uu_,_);v.c- S —
' Lt R R Pl SR S O v be tte it

s .(.-"_J i atadl 2"‘.‘._.&;‘.\,'! i_‘.ia.a' A3hia) 2l ;.4-._ ~~_ a_a N—ALJ_J;S-Jﬁ\’| ;:u_.}..x 2&#‘

4 atall a3 [ ‘. '.\ A'A'? .'fv.'l:z;'? ‘u (]\‘ "v ‘\ 1 ‘; 1 1 -!‘lv.l'.

- 2 a0 Y 4lal Ligd _’.Ac.o\.é_..a..._}d. el

S

USAID Jordan

Ecanomic Daveicomant Pragam

USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

40



(ISIC 4.0) 4uiuaidy) Aally) aeand da gall iiloall)

Lag) YWY s Jads il o9 ALtV F Agaliyt Abaza) gllad JLusy @
Syt s e el ol dilal 25) Ae il Tbioal) s 8 (Claxallles
.(5'5.':‘2'

Loille 5 ) Slastes 4 5e 000 0 8 Lo s e ALYl JL8
FETRVR BO:» | 1 (RO 1 G BN | | shlads Lo e 4 5eial (g
Llads)laadlallsson ga

Al it e b adle Joeaadl (Ko

i Vunstats un argiunsdicrragistviregcataso7Cie27 | (ONling 28 AN e bl laaiiyl

P 4 N L
Aunstats N orgAunsdicrragistyasic-4.350  PDF documents 5 MS Accass Database) S Y| o 38—

o)
=
=/ —
USA'D 0-—-:-- A& P Zonen Comemanen USAID Jordan
R ® o000 0 ¥ Economic Davalopmant Pragam

=
US\.AJID i’:‘l—’-—-.-..‘...c.-‘:: USAID Jordan
T A ® o000 e ¥ Economiz Davaloomant Fragam

USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM



Chrlail) B e jil) aUAH g Ciieall Ja

USAID S e e e USAID Jordan
e v o e 0 0 0 % Economic Deveicpmant Progam

USAID Jordan
9.?&9. Economic Davailcpmant Progam

USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

42



Vo
\=/
USAID

. "

(Park Rules & Regulations)&i=id 3 0% Lia 1) oo Al 5 et

M..x.l-'._..h-.J e

alal) Al Ja g i)
3{,-;5;:2,_';:‘1'-;‘m_,..¢-,-:3___f;==,;4_:,:3

"-s.._x \.4..__....,_’._ slx e

_"-_'5- -3

L Al gialal el o
= = O =

PASUR* At b g L)

.‘—-_‘a',-‘a_a._\ ‘:)’.—

A=l AN ke

P

et AR T
Gl dag il Moy pimdl 3y 5
(il 3 el ;.4_:.,| ey Lo Uall A5 oy o) 1 0

"‘;i :ii Mn'n i.:.Ap bi 3

-~ ._...A. . .4_\_.._-1_...,:..' s

a3y o g oy puls
I 3

USAID Jordan
Economic Davaiopmant Progam

T
i, _,...u.k. ;.A._,k_,.

ey |;_-._,c.| S dalas
o (<% S - -

Bt Salelind 5 Safdae Sa A

Al

)’

e
i el !
A5 N A3 ..b\_',.a'.\j

P (PR ek i

il i dicd

SRR TS PO LS )
o Aot 483,

(1sic 2.0) & AN

o Ed st
= A si
.%.
(A L s
s AL A el Lo J3caadl EIA
PR o L
Jd_._..l.l ..A.rl,;..-,
Siala Al oAt
-
gl

USAID Jordan
Economic Davailcpmant Frogam

USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

43




R
\==/
USAID

P ey

aildll

Final LR report ar Feb1.docx

> “ e E
4.\.&.4.\2.4““ alia)

- n !

3 1 v~ 13 s L. | A | G B Y = < -
PEPLY all SENILAR | :_v¢ 'vv)_ll-)sneh é_-au_‘];-) > = PN QA_A‘_::.
4 3450 552 [ e

USA|D USAID Jordan

— v " o Economic Davaicpmant Progam

USAID JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM



USAID Jordan Economic Development Program
Deloitte Consulting LLP
Salem Center, Sequleyah Street, Al-Rabiyeh
Amman, 11194 Jordan

Phone: + 962-6 550-3050
Web address:



http://www.sabeq-jordan.org/

