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Countries in the MENA region are the
most water scarce in the world.

113.51 mm*

rainfall/year in Jordan

816.12 mm*

rainfall/year in Portugal

80-90%**

withdrawn water in MENA countries
is used for agricultural purposes

In many MENA countries, women make up the majority of the agricultural
labor force but only a small percentage of farm owners and policy makers.
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Agricultural Labor Force** Farm Owners (WUAs) and
Agricultural Policy Makers (WAs)***
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- ® - manage water allocation decisions in some MENA
countries, including Jordan, but membership and
participation in WUAs is linked to land ownership.
Even when women participate in WUAs, this has not
translated into their power to influence decision

making.

Public Water Agencies (WA) control and
manage large hydraulic works and work
with WUAs to make water allocation deci-
sions. Not surprisingly, women’s participa-
tion in WAs is low.

Establishing Gender Focal Points and gender units within WUAs
and WAs with the task of promoting awareness of how gender-based disparities
affect consumers, farmers and the community, and ensuring that gender units
have the funding, knowledge, skills and tools they need to reduce those disparities.
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few women own land, their access to
irrigation water delivery is very
limited. Often, the owner’s wife needs
to be accompanied by a male relative to
receive irrigation water, and when water is scarce, even women landowners
find it difficult to claim and receive their water entitlements. Negating access

to irrigation water means the inability to farm land.
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Forming women’s groups to defend their irrigation rights is one
possible way to confront the problem. Technical solutions like on-demand irri-
gation delivery and automation of water delivery can also contribute to solv-
ing or reducing the problem.

*  Data on annual rainfall is an average from 1901-2016 from the World Bank’s Climate Change Knowledge Portal. Portugal was chosen because of its proximity and relative size to Jordan.

** Data on water withdrawal levels and women's participation in the agricultural labor force has been adapted from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nation's 2011 report, “The State of
Food and Agriculture”.

*** Data on women's participation as farm owners and as policy makers has been adapted from Jordan's 2007 Agricultutal Census and from a 2013 UN Chronicle article, “Women and Agricultural Water
Resource Management”.


https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/
http://www.fao.org/3/i2050e/i2050e.pdf
https://unchronicle.un.org/article/women-and-agricultural-water-resource-management
http://dosweb.dos.gov.jo/censuses/agriculture-census/census2007_tables/
https://unchronicle.un.org/article/women-and-agricultural-water-resource-management
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This product is licensed under a Creative Commons license.
Click here for more information!
(Note: the link is available in English and Arabic).
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