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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]It’s hardly possible to find someone whose life has not been changed in one way or another because of COVID-19, as millions have lost their jobs due to the virus, and the multiple lockdowns that occurred affected many business owners and employees, which naturally left a negative impact and raised the unemployment rate in Jordan to approximately 18.5% in 2020 (statista.com).
Salons have been forced to close their doors numerous times since the first lockdown in March 2020. This had a huge impact on those working in the hair industry with many fearing to lose their jobs. The uncertainty took a financial and mental toll, which shed the light on our friend Muhammad Abu Zerr, 26 years old, having lived through all these challenges, Muhammad owned a salon, and used to work as a hairdresser for men, in Ain Al-Basha District in Al-Balqa governorate northwest of Amman, capital of the Kingdom of Jordan.
Like many others, Muhammad was forced to close his salon due to his difficult financial conditions at that time, his inability to provide the salon's basic supplies, and the lack of visitors, “Everything was ending, I couldn’t see any glimpse of hope, it was almost suffocating”, commented Muhammad.Salon’s front face

Things started to change and take a turn for the better for our friend, around mid-2020, where he was referred to USAID YouthPower program by a friend, Muhammad hesitantly applied not knowing what laid ahead of him, since he didn’t receive any motivation or support from those around him, especially family and friends, as everyone was struggling to secure an income and resume their lives normally. “I didn’t expect I would be able to go back and re-open my salon again anytime soon, with Covid-19 spreading, it was definitely far-fetched, but what USAID has done for me, made it almost feel surreal!”
Hairstylist Muhammad Abu Zerr, 26 years old

Luckily, in seven months-time, and after receiving the approval and grant from USAID YouthPower, Muhammad was able to launch his salon again in January, 2021 in the same area in Al-Balqa governorate, securing all its necessities, and adding more tools and equipment to attract more customers in his area.
“I didn’t expect I would be able to go back and re-open my salon again anytime soon, with Covid-19 spreading, it was definitely far-fetched, but what USAID has done for me, made it almost feel surreal!”, Muhammad stated happily.
The salon had made a great success after its re-opening, and Muhammad is happily back in business practicing what he’s always been very fond of: Hairstyling! 
With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society, to advocate for themselves	, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce. Since its start, the USAID YouthPower activity has supported more than 150 initiatives to date, with a focus on female youth participation in 60 communities in Jordan.
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