
Jordan is a water-poor country with few natural resources. To encourage development that is sustainable, practical and affordable in the longer term, USAID YouthPower is working with youth from communities around the country to instill a culture of environmental awareness and create knowledge of green technology solutions.
To support youth to become successful entrepreneurs and confident agents of change, in 2021 USAID YouthPower provided a grant to GreenTech to build capacity of a core group of 75 youth and support them in designing and implementing entrepreneurial initiatives in 12 governorates. 
Established in 2008, GreenTech is a leading water-energy-food-environment project developer and service provider, which focuses on identifying synergies between renewable energy solutions, efficient water use, and smart agriculture. GreenTech has worked on projects that help young women and men entrepreneurs start clean-tech businesses by training them on technical and business skill development. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the grant, GreenTech is training youth around Jordan, with theory and practice sessions, on green technology and entrepreneurial solutions to environmental challenges, such as energy efficiency, water efficiency, agricultural best practices and solid waste management. GreenTech will mentor the youth to build leadership, emotional intelligence, and critical thinking skills, and create synergies and collaborations. GreenTech will also support the youth in the 12 governorates to identify and promote green business ideas, generate business plans, and leverage these business plans to solicit financing through various means.
By October 2021, GreenTech completed the learning phase, which included 16 technical trainings, 10 business sessions, and 14 practical field visits where participants had real life demonstration of aquaponics, hydroponics, smart farming, smart irrigation, agricultural best practices, energy efficiency, energy audits, green buildings, solar energy and solid waste management. GreenTech also completed 30 one-to-one mentorship sessions with each of the 10 youth groups and discussed the initiatives that the youth proposed. Consequently, youth were proactive in taking their learning to the next level, and 18 youth influencers (11 females, 7 males) completed a two-day Training of Trainers course to be able to begin spreading awareness on environmental entrepreneurship and transfer their knowledge on the subject. They have implemented 14 training sessions and reached 150 youth in 7 governorates. In addition, 10 initiative leaders (5 females, 5 males) were selected to lead the 10 youth initiatives and communicate progress. 
Zeyad Qodsiyeh, 25 years-old, is one of the youth who took part. He showed great interest in the training and especially in the energy sector. Following a field visit to Izzat Marji’s green building, Zeyad spent his 30 one-to-one, mentorship sessions with several GreenTech energy specialists. The more he learnt about green buildings, the more interested he became, and as a result, Zeyad undertook and passed the examination for the LEED Green Associate certification from the United States Green Building Council. This provides him with a foundational professional credential signifying core competency in green building principles, and general knowledge of green building practices and how to support others working on LEED projects.
As of end of October 2021, GreenTech provided 336 hours of training and 180 hours of mentorship on green solution and technology to youth in Jordan. Over the coming months, GreenTech will continue training youth across Jordan to qualify them to improve economic capacity and help save our planet for future generations.
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Youth building capacity of other youth on green tech solutions.


[image: C:\Users\sshakhshir\OneDrive - Global Communities\YouthPower Photos\Grant Photos\GreenTech\WhatsApp Image 2021-08-30 at 15.23.46.jpeg]Youth Bayan Sabra presenting on Green Technology as part of her training




[image: footer_1_tag]I have always had interest in the renewable energy sector. Being able to visit a green building and learn more about the available techniques was amazing. This initiative has certainly motivated me to take pass the LEED GA exam.
Zeyad Qodsiyeh, 25 years-old 

Youth Zeyad celebrating attaining the LEED GA certificate from the United States Green Building Council
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