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A male youth turns his vision into reality
Telling Our Story
U.S. Agency for International Development
Washington, DC 20523-1000


[image: ]Residing in Ajloun, Mohammad Al Shwayat, 26, had always been very keen to volunteer and engage in community service activities ever since he was a teenager. He participated in a number of local trainings in his area to expand his knowledge of his community’s needs and resources. Mohammad has always yearned to fully grasp his community needs and envisioned better surroundings and better living conditions, by improving education quality and reducing the unemployment rate which reached up to 18.5%.
Mohammad had come closer to achieving his dream and vision when he first participated in USAID YouthPower in September 2019, where he joined mapping activities first as a volunteer to learn more about similar communities. This experience transformed his understanding of his own community, and helped him view existing and emerging issues more strategically, thus sharpening his professional, personal, and entrepreneurial skillset, and giving him the opportunity to expand his personal network with youth from across Jordan. Mohammad Shwayat, 26 years old.


By January, 2020, Mohammad had proudly become an official youth volunteer trainer, leading mapping trainings in four communities at first, and then expanding his range to cover additional communities. He was able to apply all his strategies and visions for youth in real life.“Taking part and volunteering through USAID YouthPower, has sharpened my vision further, and gave me the power to manifest my vision into reality”.
Mohammad Shwayat. Youth trainer at USAID YouthPower 

On a personal level, Mohammad stated, “I witnessed a drastic shift within myself, and recognized that I have so much more to offer than what I thought I had; this has been a boost that impacted every angle of my life.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Within six months, Mohammad had successfully grown from being a participant to being a trainer, with a solid determination and a clear path ahead, Mohammad now aspires to co-create his own training center one day for the community.
USAID YouthPower continues to provide support and motivate youth like Mohammad to believe in themselves and to engage with their communities productively to overcome obstacles and grow into the versions of themselves that they aspire to be, and inspire others to find the courage to achieve the same. 
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