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Youth Intern Becomes a Qualified Employee 


			
		[bookmark: _Toc69037028]A young male decides to write his story differently.

Northeast to the Capital Amman, in the city of Zarqa resides Saleh Abu Mahfouz who is 23 years old. Our friend started volunteering and working at a very young age and suddenly found himself in the development sector. “My first exposure to the development sector was through a project on underaged workers, where I felt a big responsibility to voice the stories of the unheard.” Saleh said. After volunteering with various organizations, Saleh decided to also explore his undergraduate education in the same field, leading him to work and finance his studies at Philadelphia University in Zarqa with a major in Development Studies.Saleh Abu Mahfouz, 23 years old.

In December 2019, Saleh came across an announcement advertising the USAID YouthPower Internship Program and decided to apply with the hope to venture into the professional scene of development. Early in 2020, Saleh was one of the successful applicants from a pool of 7000 applications for the USAID YouthPower 2020 cohort of the Internship Program. Soon after, our friend started his internship witth the USAID YouthPower Learning and Further Education component. “Usually at other institutions, supervisors tend to give very basic tasks to interns and volunteers, whereas at USAID YouthPower, I found myself in a very trustworthy work environment as I worked directly with the component lead on reporting and coordinating activities.” Saleh reflected.“I believe that one’s life is a story, and I decided to write my own story instead of following the normal/natural track of life.”

Saleh Abu Mahfouz. Field Learning Officer at USAID YouthPower.

When quarantine measures were enacted, in-person activities were halted, however this didn’t stop Saleh from shining during his six months of internship, instead he showed great professionalism and adaptation skills in the shift to remote work. As a recognition of his passion and to further develop his skills in the field, USAID YouthPower enrolled Saleh in a professional diploma program on NGO management. “Day after day, I grew closer to USAID YouthPower, because as a youth I witnessed the positive impact on my peers’ lives.” Saleh highlighted.
Months later, with his graduation date getting closer, our friend was looking for a job when he saw an opening at USAID YouthPower for a Field Learning Officer, and with flashbacks from his internship days, Saleh applied to compete with other professionals in the market. Much to his surprise, Saleh did not only become a qualified finalist for the position but received an offer and rejoined the project as the youngest team member with the power to represent the youth voice.
USAID YouthPower continues to empower and motivate youth like Saleh to grow into productive members of society with the agency to overcome obstacles and grow into qualified individuals and catalysts for change.
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