
[image: ]In Al-Ramtha, a city in the far northwest of Jordan, 27-year old teacher, Ms. Ala’a Al Saqqar, has always been passionate about teaching and helping to prepare young generations for a brighter future through education. However, Ala’a found the teaching methods in the schools she worked in to be outdated and repetitive, and that lessons were not as effective as they could be in getting children interested and engaging them in classes, as there was a lack of creativity in delivering information.
Ala’a had a vision to create models and education aids for use in the classroom that would help teachers deliver information in an entertaining and engaging methods, such as pictures, videos, charts, flashcards, and objects, like three-dimensional models or educational toys. She had plenty of ideas and designs, but she didn’t have the support and funds she needed to produce the items.
In 2021, Ala’a learned that the USAID YouthPower program was supporting local youth led initiatives to bring positive change to their communities and applied for a grant in June that year. She received the support, which enabled her to set up a home-based production workshop to design and produce models and educational aids. USAID YouthPower equipped her workshop with all the necessary tools to start manufacturing her educational aids for use in classrooms, and she began developing the products for various subjects in the first seven school grades, including science, mathematics, and Arabic.
“It’s such a wonderful feeling to get all this support and immediate action from USAID to transform my vision and my quest into reality in a very short time, but above all, it’s even a more wonderful feeling to have someone believe in the importance of your ideas and abilities, and I felt that with USAID,” commented Ala’a.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Since Ala’a launched her project in Ramtha, under the name of “Masa for Technical Teaching Aids”, it has been a great success. Ala’a began using the tools she produced herself in her classroom, and demand for her educational tools quickly began to rise. Ala’a then expanded her market throughout Ramtha city. 
With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society to advocate for themselves, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce.
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Ambitious Female Youth Designs Education Tools to Give Education a Lift
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  Female youth introduces   engaging   new  educational  tools  to schools   in Ramtha  
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