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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]In early 2021, the unemployment rate among youth in Jordan had reached a massive 48%, boosted by job losses due to the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. Like thousands of others in Jordan, 28-year old Sajidah Asaad, who lives in Amman, lost her job during the pandemic. She had been an HR manager at a group of local schools for the preivous eight years. With a young son and family to take care of, Sajidah could not afford to be unemployed.Young Jordanian mother turns unemployment into entrepreneurship


“I never thought I’d be out of a job. The pandemic was a surprise, and suddenly everything changed. I couldn’t wait for the situation to get better, I needed a quick solution to begin earning again,” recalled Sajeda. She added, “The culture of shame limits options for young women thinking of making an income outside of employment. I wanted to break that, and to make something traditional and healthy.”
As the saying goes, ‘Necessity is the mother of invention’, and Sajeda came up with the idea to set up a food cart to cook and sell a traditional local dish called ‘rashouf’. It required minimal initial capital; she made her first cart and set up in one of Amman’s older neighbourhoods, Jabal Al Weibdeh. There was great reception for and interest in her business. But she needed support to take it further and improve her cart and services. Sajida Asaad – 28 years old

USAID YouthPower provided Sajeda with a grant as part of its efforts to support youth initiatives around Jordan to encourage youth agency and build youth capacity and skills for entrepreneurship and employment. The USAID project team also provided extensive mentoring and guidance to help Sajida develop her business. “I read about the grant and applied, little did I know that it would change my life 180 degrees”.

“I read about the grant and applied, little did I know that it would change my life 180 degrees. This kind of moral support is more important than any financial support; just the feeling of people believing in you, gives it importance. it's something I won't forget and will help not to feel defeated in the future,” said Sajida.
Since starting her business, Sajidah has received many job offers and she has turned them all down to persevere with her business. 
“I hope the growth of my business will be an inspiration to others. I'm more proud of this than any of the courses or achievements that I once listed on my CV”, stated Sajidah proudly.
USAID YouthPower has supported more than 140 youth businesses and initatives around Jordan and supported young entrepreneurs through funding, technical support, and business mentorship and guidance. 
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