
[bookmark: _GoBack]Innovative youth, Raed Smadi and his wife Du’aa Hazaymeh, both 27 years old from Anjara, decided to make it their mission to create a better environment for themselves and for other youth in their community.
In the town of Anjara, Ajloun in the north of Jordan, husband and wife team Raed Smadi and Du'aa Hazaymeh have set out to address the challenges they faced, and support other youth who are interested in technology. Challenges included the absence of safe spaces that can host youth with initiatives related to technology, due to the lack of basic equipment such as computers, projectors, printers, and internet. Raed and Du’aa established Youth Tech, an incubator that they hope will be a source of inspiration and learning for youth innovators and entrepreneurs. 
"On the one hand, this a great opportunity for transferring technical knowledge to other youth to help them build a sustainable career and generate income. On the other hand, it is a challenging initiative due to the high cost of equipment needed to establish a tech-incubator," Raed explained.
To set up their incubator, Raed and Du'aa looked into what resources were available to support their idea, and came across the USAID YouthPower initiative.  The initiative could provide some funding, but it would not cover both a physical space as well as needed technical equipment. The couple did not let this hinder them, and continued the search for solutions until they found a Local Community Based Organization that believed in the idea and agreed to host Youth Tech.
With the physical space taken care of, Raed and Du’aa developed a business plan, and set out the equipment they would need to help Youth Tech generate a sustainable income and to build youth capacity. This included a 3D printer and Arduino kit. 
Raed explained, "The 3D printer will allow youth to create physical prototypes for their ideas in order to present to investors, who in turn will have to share profits of successful ideas with Youth Tech."
Du’aa, who is an electrical engineer, added, "I can train other youth to use the Arduino kit for simple electrical board programming and repairs, which can help them in securing sustainable employment and building a career."
With a well prepared business plan and a clear vision for sustainability and growth, USAID YouthPower awarded Raed and Du’aa the grant they needed and their plan materialized into the incubator. Within the first six months of operation, Youth Tech trained 18 female youth on repairing electrical boards, and one of has started generating income from repairing electronics. Youth Tech has also generated income by using the 3D printer to sell dentistry prototypes for dentists in their local area. 
With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society to advocate for themselves and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training and the workforce. In addition to Anjra community. Since its start, USAID YouthPower activity supported more than 100 initiatives to date with a focus on female youth participation in 60 communities in Jordan
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Within six months, youth incubator not only generating income, but also upskilling female youth to generate income.

	Raed and Du’aa Prove When There’s a Will There’s a Way
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“Prototypes can cost up to $500 when requested from factories, whereas Youth Tech can provide the same model for around 10% of the price” 
Raed Smadi, 27 years old
Left to right:
Du’aa Hazaymeh (wife) and Raed Smadi (husband)
A photo in Youth Tech next to the 3D printer provided by USAID YouthPower.
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