
[image: ]In underprivileged areas of Jordan, the essentials for providing a healthy learning environment for youth are often missing, such as properly equipped lesson rooms, playgrounds, lavatories, and other facilities needed in school buildings. This is the case within much of the Kingdom’s largest governorate by area, Ma’an, which has the lowest population density due to its desert climate. To address this challenge, USAID YouthPower renovated two schools in Ma’an part of 39 schools in the governorate, as part of its efforts to improve and advance equity in education.
“Education is crucial for every child growing up, but especially for youth who are not given equal opportunities in life,” commented Ms. Firyal Hussein, principle of Al-Manar Center for Intellectual Development for children with learning difficulties and special needs. The school has 14 students.Al-Manar Center playground

[image: ]USAID YouthPower helped renovate Al-Manar Center in Ma’an to provide its students with better learning environment by enhancing school facilities, painting walls, fitting new furniture and installing a playground.
“I was extremely pleased with all the changes done by USAID YouthPower, as I see the reflection and impact of it all on both students and teachers on a daily basis, children are eager to attend the school and are showing better participation”, added Firyal. 
USAID YouthPower also helped upgrade the Al-Khalil Bin Ahmad Al-Farahidi school in Ma’an. It was in very poor conditions, and required a lot of maintenance as described by the principal, poor ventilation, shortage of clean drinking water, lack of greenery in the school area, worn out curtains and wall humidity. According to the school’s principal, Mr. Mohammad Oujan, “I was very impressed with how quickly and efficiently USAID YouthPower responded to our needs and applied them all in real life, it felt like a dream come true, students have developed a sense of belonging and are enthusiastic to attend and spend more time in the school!” Al-Khalil Bin Ahmad Al-Farahidi School

[bookmark: _GoBack]With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society to advocate for themselves, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce.
[image: hd_success_story][image: C:\Users\sbasnyet\Desktop\Outreach\USAID Jordan  Full Identity - Horizontal Color English.bmp]Improving education environments in Ma’an schools for a brighter future

Education is essential for youth in creating opportunities for themselves
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