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Residing in the city of Jerash is Emad Elayyan who is 24 years old with a high school certificate. Emad started his volunteering journey at a young age since 2011, as he engaged in community service activities and other initiatives in his community. Our friend was faced with his family’s speculations of volunteer work as they questioned the personal and communal impact. “My family were not very open to volunteer work when I was younger, but I managed to change their minds and now they are the most supportive.” Emad explained.Emad Elayyan, 24 years old.
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Flashforward to February 2018, Emad was volunteering at Jerash Women Charitable Association, when he first encountered USAID YouthPower and joined one of its youth-led transformational learning sessions. As he learned more about the program, Emad felt encouraged to become a member of one of the first groups of youth volunteers in the USAID YouthPower Volunteer Ambassadors Network (VAN). In a very short time, Emad started to venture into new areas of learning and soon became a youth trainer on policy paper development and the National Youth Strategy 2019 - 2025. “My first exposure to policy papers was at USAID YouthPower, and I was able to collaborate with my peers on drafting a policy paper on local tourism, and transfer this knowledge to my peers.” Emad highlighed.“The economic situation has been hard on all of us, but I believe that if we work together, we can change the challenges into opportunities.” 

Emad Elayyan. VANer at USAID YouthPower.

This year and in response to the increase of unemployment rates amongst Jordanian youth, Emad and his peers conducted a meeting with the Director of the Jerash Vocational Training Center to make the center’s learning opportunities accessible to other youth in remote areas, such as Borma, through the established Youth Unit at the Municipality of Borma. Additionally, our young champion has worked closely with the Jerash Governorate Council, the Mayor and the various Directorates to join their forces and support youth to overcome unemployment and together reactivate their roles in the community and the labor market.
Recently, our empowered friend expressed his ability to find his place and voice in the community and decided to take his efforts to the next level through announcing his candidacy in the upcoming Decentralization Elections. “I have big dreams for myself and my peers alike, which is why I have decided to run for the Decentralization Elections and voice the needs and expectations of youth in Jerash.” Emad said.
USAID YouthPower deploys innovative and multilayered capacity building approaches to empower youth like Emad to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society with the agency to advocate for themselves, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training and the workforce.
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