
[bookmark: _GoBack]The industry of mobile application development is rapidly expanding. As the number of smartphone users continues to rise, businesses are building new mobile apps to attract their target clients.
The youth of Kofranja have noticed the opportunity that exists for them in this industry, and a community mapping activity led by local youth ambassadors from the community of Kofranja, in Ajloun governorate, revealed that local youth are eager to learn the basic knowledge needed to create a functional mobile phone application.
To address these aspirations, USAID YouthPower created “Hello World”, a 10-day training initiative designed to strengthen the capacity of youth in mobile application development for smartphone devices. The training was offered to 10 youths (7 females, 3 males) from Ajloun.
Hisham El Sheikh, the Hello World trainer who owns an app development company, explained, “The initiative, which was completed on September 15, 2021, was an intensive training course on Kotlin language, Android Studio, XML Views and Android Menus, which provided the participants with the foundation they need to create functional mobile applications.”
During the course, the participants created demo applications that were ready to accept user sign ups and grant access to registered usernames with the correct password, and they learned how to list their applications on Google Play and App Store.
"The training gave me the skills to create a mobile application, and with the resources and app development video channels I was introduced to, I now have access to create any command needed in app development," said 23 year-old Rahaf Abu Dile’a. 
Rahaf added that while app development at this stage may take her longer than it should, she is confident that with practice, she will build more experience and she will be able to generate income in this field, not only to herself, but also to her community.
Another participant, Wa’ad Al-Ananbeh, is very excited to start applying what she learnt with her local municipality to create an application for her community for municipal activities and services, and suggestions and complaints. Wa’ad said that she dreams that her municipality can become the first to have an application, which will increase awareness of its activities, and thus increase its annual budget and donor interest and support that will lead to sustainable developments for her local community.
With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society, to advocate for themselves, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce. Since its start, the USAID YouthPower activity has supported more than 100 initiatives to date, with a focus on female youth participation in 60 communities in Jordan, including Kofranja.
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Youth request training in app development to attract commerce traffic to Kofranja through mobile applications


[image: C:\Users\sshakhshir\Pictures\Field MBM 14Sep2021\IMG_1025 (2).jpg][image: footer_1_tag]“I look forward to finishing this course and creating a mobile application that hosts all surrounding hiking trails with information about every trail. I believe this application will be successful, and once utilized by tourists, not only it will bring business to my community but also it will generate personal income through in-app advertising.”
Sufian Freihat, 27 years old
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