
Hussien Smadi, a 28 year-old from Ajloun, is passionate about film making and multimedia. Using an old laptop and by accessing whatever online courses and multimedia resources he could find, Hussein taught himself to produce short video clips. He spent hours each day at his hobby, continuously learning and developing his skills, and wanted to turn his passion into a career. However, he lacked experience and proper resources and sought out support to help him along his desired path. 
“During my search for youth support to help with my passion, I came across the USAID YouthPower Facebook page. I joined and found that the page encouraged open dialogue between its youth followers to identify youth challenges, and that youth would suggest solutions,” recalled Hussein Smadi, one of the early followers of the USAID YouthPower Facebook page.
Hussein began actively participating in the USAID YouthPower Facebook page and shared his videos, which addressed youth challenges such as unemployment and a lack of safe public spaces. There was substantial engagement with his videos by other youth on the page.
Hussein demonstrated charisma, talent and passion, and he developed a business plan for his idea to produce an animated series for youth. Not only wanting to build a career for himself, Hussein’s business plan included capacity building opportunities for other youth who want to play a role in social behavioral change through multimedia.
USAID YouthPower helped Hussein set up a studio in his home, providing needed multimedia equipment, including a new laptop, microphones, speakers, and soundproofing a room for recording. Thus, Hussein was able to turn his hobby into a profession, and with the help of 130 youth volunteers, Hussein created an animation series called “Al-Khaloo”. 
Al-Khaloo is a satirical animation series that aims to shed light on social challenges and encourage youth behavioral change, while generating capacity building and employment opportunities for youth. 
The volunteers participated in focus groups at different stages of the series creation, including brainstorming for social concepts, story writing, script writing and recording voiceovers. 
Hussein also facilitated several knowledge transfer sessions that helped him improve his training skills while providing training to other youth. Bayan Al-Jabra, Waad Al-Nasser, and Bashayer Al-Saeedyeen, 29, 29 and 27 years old respectively, who participated in the sessions, turned their stories into scripts and were involved for the first time in voiceover recordings. These three youth have worked hand-in-hand with Hussein on producing 30 Khaloo episodes and are now confident voiceover professionals. As well as sharing the series on different platforms to impact youth and encourage behavioral change, Hussein and his team are now using the series as their work samples and targeting the private and public sectors to secure new multimedia contracts and build a sustainable career.
As a youth success story, several radio and television channels, including Nashama FM, Radio of HKJ, and Jordan TV, have hosted Hussein to tell his story. Hussein shared his dream of building a successful business out of his home studio, the same way Steve Jobs built his empire from his garage. 
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Hussein Smadi uses satire to encourage youth behavioral change towards social challenges. 
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With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society, to advocate for themselves, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce. Since its start, the USAID YouthPower activity has supported more than 100 initiatives to date, with a focus on female youth participation in 60 communities in Jordan, including Ajloun.
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Hussein Smadi 

Screenshot of Hussein Smadi from his television interview on Jordan TV.
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