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Youth In Al- Balqa Find Opportunities in Domestic Tourism Following the COVID-19 Pandemic


[image: C:\Users\sshakhshir\Pictures\Balqa Hiking\IMG_1209 (2).JPG]The COVID-19 pandemic dramatically affected inbound tourism in Jordan, which contributes significantly to the country’s economy. However, it also boosted domestic, which created opportunities for communities in Jordan living near tourism attractions. This includes the Al-Balqa governorate, where the heritage city of As-Salt lies. As-Salt was granted UNESCO World Heritage status in 2021. Youth In Al- Balqa Find Opportunities in Domestic Tourism Following the COVID-19 Pandemic

USAID creates tour guide training program for youth


[image: C:\Users\sshakhshir\Pictures\Balqa Hiking\IMG_1262.JPG]In early 2021, youth from Al-Balqa identified the opportunity for providing local guiding services to visitors through a community-mapping activity. The youth approached USAID YouthPower to help implement their idea. USAID YouthPower collaborated with Jordan Heritage, a non-profit company that researches, documents and markets Jordanian heritage, to create the Tourist Trail training initiative to train local youth as professional tour guides. Ten youth from Al Balqa (5 females and 5 males) completed the training and were equipped with skills in first aid, using GPS and compasses, hiking hacks, conflict resolution, and more. They are ready to guide visitors along city and nature trails, and to collect and structure information to prepare for their tours. They are also able to handle difficult situations such as conflicts, natural challenges, and injuries, and have been introduced to the official channels that can help, should they need intervention.Youth participants being trained to use a yoga mat and rope to create a first aid stretcher.

Ruba Al Gharagheer, a 24-year-old youth who completed the training, said, “Seeing what the trainer can do with a rope and a yoga-mat is absolutely amazing, I learnt how to create a functional first aid stretcher just by using these two items.” She added, “This initiative is excellent, as it does not require a large financial investment; one can start with a few social media ads and gradually build the good reputation needed for a tour guide to generate sustainable income.”Group of youth learning hacks to keep hiking necessities accessible.

Twenty-seven-year-old Ibrahim Al Kurdi, another participant from As-Salt explained, “Now that As-Salt in Balqa is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, we have a competitive advantage to succeed in tourism. I plan to become a site-seeing guide in As-Salt and cover the main heritage areas in my tours.
“I will work with elderly people of As-Salt who enjoy telling stories about Salt and its rich history.”“The fig- and grape-picking seasons can be utilized to offer tourist experiences in Salt. I cannot wait for next season to launch this idea.” 
Ibrahim Al Kurdi, 27 years-old





With these new skills, youth from Al Balqa can find opportunity in Jordan’s promising tourism sector and guide visitors, domestic and then international tourists when they return, around their beautiful city. 
[image: C:\Users\sshakhshir\Pictures\Balqa Hiking\IMG_1096.JPG]With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society, to advocate for themselves, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce. USAID YouthPower has supported more than 100 initiatives to date, with a focus on female youth participation in 60 communities in Jordan, including Al Balqa.
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