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On the night of September 17, 2012, with only his pajamas, Waleed Al-Hadidi left his Syrian home for what he thought would be a short while. He became part of a group of 600 other refugees headed to the Jordanian border to seek asylum, in silence and under the cover of darkness. He was 22.

Waleed is now 29 and speaks confidently and passionately about his experiences. He glows to reveal he is happily married to a Syrian woman he knew from home with a young son and daughter. He now lives in Sahab, a community near the capital where he works whatever part-time opportunities he finds. While not obvious from appearances, he recalls the fear of being seen as an outsider in Jordan, particularly by authorities, and unable to feel at home. 
Other youth first introduced Waleed to USAID’s YouthPower activity at a local community center. Building from his previous volunteer experience, he quickly became a distinguished participant. Waleed received training in community mapping, where youth speak to local community members and organizations to understand the resources and needs of their community in order to design youth-led initiatives. Waleed worried officials would not want to speak with youth, particularly a refugee, and his experiences in Syria further colored his views. However, officials’ eagerness to speak openly about their services and areas for improvement heartened him. For Waleed, community mapping revealed resources of which he was previously unaware and validated gaps he personally felt, like the lack of communal gathering space. 
The community mapping activity provided Waleed with the confidence and skills needed to meet with local officials, including how to dress and hold a professional meeting. Perhaps most importantly, he says, was learning how to respond to conflict and accept when others disagree, skills he now applies to his family life. Waleed explains the activity also allowed him to reflect on his personal growth since leaving Syria; he is proud of how far he has come in dealing with his anger and frustration. Through USAID YouthPower, Waleed says he came to see the importance of youth in a culture that traditionally values elders as decision makers and knowledge keepers. He now believes youth hold the power and responsibility to create change in their communities. 
Waleed ultimately hopes to live someday in a place where is wife can finish her law degree and pursue her career, but he now views this community as home and expresses his commitment to supporting its development, no matter where life may lead him.  
Community Mapping: A Refugee Finds His Bearings 





A Syrian refugee views himself and community through new lens with community mapping.








Waleed during a mapping assessment activity











“I now want to work hand-in-hand with this community to make positive change.”













