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Youth Take “No” as an Opportunity to Learn!


			
		Participating in the proposal writing training workshop allows youth to turn their initial ideas into full-fledged sustainable income-generating opportunities.

jeda Smadi, 29 years old, lives in Kofranja in the north of Jordan. She graduated from Al-Hussein Bin Talal University in Maan in 2015 with a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering, but could not find a job in her field of study due to the lack of construction projects in her community. 
“I noticed that my field is stagnant in my community, which became a barrier to my financial independence. So I started freelancing as a tutor, e-marketer, and others, but none of these were in line with my actual passion of photography.” 
Sajeda Smadi is a 29, residing in Kofranja, she holds a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from Al-Hussein Bin Talal University in Maan. After her graduation in 2015, Sajeda embarked on a job search journey but could not locate any jobs within her field of studies due to the lack of construction projects in her community. “I noticed that my field is suffering from stagnation which became a barrier to my financial independence. So I started freelancing as a tutor, e-marketing, and others, but none of these were in line my actual passion of photography.” Sajeda Smadi, 29 years old.

Early 2018, Sajeda came across USAID YouthPower and became a youth facilitator in her community and started documenting her trainings through photos and videos. In 2019, our friend became one of the first batch of youth members in USAID YouthPower’s Filmmaking and New Media Learning Club. In September 2020, Sajeda decided to put her passion first and applied for an in-kind grant under USAID YouthPower but did not qualify to next stage and so she participated in the proposal writing training workshop. “I learned how to formulate the community need for my idea, define its goals while taking into account the gender inclusion lens. I also learned the importance of building partnerships and thus I feel more able to market for my ideas to gain potential support and funding.” Today, Sajeda has her own small business called Memento as a photography service provider in Ajloun.
Similar to Sajeda, when our friend Montaser Alzghoul – 27 year old youth from the city of Ajloun - applied for an in-kind grant under USAID YouthPower but did not pass the evaluation due to the weakness of his proposal. “Although I have been an active youth within the USAID YouthPower since its start, most of my experience lies in activism and awareness-rasising. Due to this, I never had the chance to grow my knowledge base in proposal writing and seeking funds.” Montaser reflected. In May 2021, Montaser participated in the proposal writing training workshop to strengthen the scope of his main idea to produce whether edible goods or detergent products using the resources available in Ajloun governorate. “Through the training, I learned how to develop my idea into a project, identify my target audience, draft a budget, identify the necessary tools and materials and more.” Montaser highlighted. Montaser is now exploring more Montaser Alzghoul, 27 years old.



focused ideas such as a small chocolate factory that only makes use of the fruits and other plants that grow in Ajloun. Through his idea, Montaser believes that he can contribute to decrease the unemployment rates in Ajloun and drive national attention to the goods of his city.
In addition to Kofranja and Ajloun city, USAID YouthPower targets 60 communities in Jordan. Working innovatively on empowering youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society with the agency to advocate for themselves, and properly prepare them to enter the workforce.Telling Our Story
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