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A Female Youth Empowers Youth with Disabilities


			
		A lifechanging experiences made female youth feel closer to Youth with Disabilities.

Sajedah Al-Hasasneh is a 26 year old female youth residing in Tafiela. After attaining her Bachelor’s degree in Special Education from Al-Balqa' Applied University, Sajedah found herself facing a life-changing health issue. “Doctors told me my leg will have to be amputated to survive,” she said.Sajedah Al-Hasasneh, 26 years old.

For months, Sajedah lived with the horror of losing her leg, fell into a depression and lost hope until, in a remarkable reversal of fortune, doctors found an alternative solution to her medical condition. At that moment, Sajedah felt she had a second chance at life. To support her recovery from depression and to regain hope, Sajedah’s parents encouraged her to volunteer and explore opportunities at a nearby charity organization.
Sajedah volunteered at the Tafila Women Charity Society, where in 2019 she heard about a call for applications to USAID YouthPower’s Volunteer Ambassadors Network (VAN). She applied and was selected as a VANer . In March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic impacted all community-based activities and USAID YouthPower rolled out the digitized activities, utilizing online platforms such as Facebook and conferencing applications. For some youth like Sajedah, these digital activities were their first exposure to distance learning and digital volunteerism.“I aim to establish a community center specialized in empowering youth with disabilities to surpass all community barriers and create opportunities for themselves.”

Sajedah Al-Hasasneh, Youth Founder and Leader of Let’s Be Their Enlightenment Initiative.

By participating in the digital activities and seeing the impact, Sajedah decided to design her own initiative called 'Let’s Be Their Enlightenment' to empower Youth with Disabilities (YWD) in Tafieleh. “Aside from my education being relevant to my idea, for months I was made to believe that I would become a youth with a disability, and I had already seen how the community excludes these youth,” explained Sajeda. She obtained an in-kind grant from USAID YouthPower and started implementing activities to engage YWD. 
[image: ]“As the youth with disabilities were fearful and hesitant to engage, I felt  that through the digital activities, I would be able to change their perspective and help breach their barriers,” said Sajedah. Through her initiative, Sajedah engaged YWD from Tafieleh in an intensive series of digital trainings on USAID YouthPower’s Transformational Learning curricula, gender inclusion and life skills. Sajedah also engaged the youth in pottery and ceramics handicrafts training, followed by a workshop on e-marketing to equip them with the knowledge to establish small, profit-making  businesses. In March 2021, Sajedah conducted a live stream digital bazaar on the USAID YouthPower Facebook group to present the youth’s products. 
USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth like Sajedah to take on leadership roles in their community and become productive members of society who not only advocate for themselves but for their peers alike. 
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