
Youth-led community mapping activities in Mafraq Governorate in 2020, supported by USAID YouthPower, revealed an interest and need within the community of Om-Elqotain in the North Badia district, for renewable energy, specifically solar panel systems.
People in the community of Om-Elqotain were aware of the benefits of installing solar panels to produce energy, but they were unfamiliar with the process and costs, and had concerns about the high cost of maintenance because of the need for technicians from Amman. 
As a result, USAID YouthPower, in collaboration with JCC Solar, a Jordan-based provider for renewable energy solutions, created a renewable energy training initiative called Energy Ambassadors to qualify youth to be ambassadors for renewable energy solutions in their communities.
The initiative entails a six-day training program, half of which is classroom-based theory followed by three days of field practice. The training is given by a JCC engineer and provides an overview of solar panels, formulas to calculate energy generation and household consumption, and the installation and maintenance processes. A group of 10 youths (4 females, 6 males) received the first round of training in September 2021. For their practical training, they took part in a routine JCC maintenance visit to Rihab High School for Girls, where JCC Solar had previously installed solar panels.
The youth are now able to record panel readings, perform regular maintenance, and uninstall and reinstall panels. 
“Now we can build experience and generate income by conducting light maintenance jobs for JCC Solar and other providers who have installed systems in our local area,” explained 18 year-old Energy Ambassador Husam Alhaj-Ali.
According to 23 year-old participant Ibrahim Al-Athamat, the Energy Ambassadors now have the knowledge and skills to sell solar panel systems and explain to potential customers the process of installation and the costs, and they can calculate electricity bill savings based on household consumption.
JCC Solar has confirmed that it will be contacting the Ambassadors for sales, installation, and maintenance jobs in their areas, and are planning to introduce a revenue share model to motivate the youth to sell more systems and generate greater income.
[image: ][image: hd_success_story][image: C:\Users\sbasnyet\Desktop\Outreach\USAID Jordan  Full Identity - Horizontal Color English.bmp] Photo Credit: USAID YouthPower
	Empowering Youth through Renewable Energy
Youth find opportunities for income in renewable energy solutions


[bookmark: _GoBack]With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society, to advocate for themselves	, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce. Since its start, the USAID YouthPower activity has supported more than 100 initiatives to date, with a focus on female youth participation in 60 communities in Jordan, including Om-Elqotain.
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“I studied a lot of theories throughout my Bachelor in Physics, this initiative gave me the opportunity to practice in the field.” 
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Manar Al Shabeeb, 27 years old
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