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Young artist in Madaba turns her passion for art into a business 


			
		“Art is a language on its own and I’m willing to keep teaching and spreading this language.”
Majd Al-Fuqaha, 26 years old

Majd Al-Fuqaha lives in Madaba, south-west of Jordan's capital, which is famed for its ancient mosaic art heritage. The twenty-six-year-old has always been passionate about producing art in many forms, and she obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Art from the Hashemite University. Majd specializes in painting on glass and ceramics and has an Instagram page to share and sell her work. She is an ambitious young woman who planned to start her own business and become financially independent. She also wanted to spread new art concepts acros Madaba. 
[image: ]“When people hear of Madaba, all they think about is mosaic art, which is beautiful indeed, but I need to show the world that Madaba’a arts arent limited to just mosaics,” stated Majd, who is determined to revive the artistic side for citizens of Madaba. 
Majd dreamt of setting up an art workshop where she could offer a range of different art classes, such as painting, wood carving, and calligraphy. However, Majd did not have the funds she needed to set up her business. She began looking for youth-oriented funding, which eventually brought her to the USAID YouthPower Facebook Group. Within an hour of joining the group and posting about her initiative, 70 people showed great interest in it. Carving on wood
“When quarantine measures as a result of COVID-19 threatened to worsen the health of those struggling with obesity, I knew it was time to act. With the right knowledge and tools, I could encourage others to live healthier lifestyles.”


[image: ]“I discovered that personal financing was not enough to grow my initiative into the impactful local business I envisioned, so when I saw the size of impact other youth were making through USAID YouthPower, I felt like I found the gateway that could make my dream come true,” explaing Majd. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Majd secured an in-kind grant from USAID YouthPower, and in November 2021 she launched her art workshop in central Madaba under the name of “FAN”. She began offering art classes immediately, mainly on calligraphy, wood carving, painting murals, painting on glass and ceramic, and decoupage. Within her first month of operation, Majd offered six classes, hosting between 15 and 20 students per class. 
Majd also provides training on basics of e-marketing and how to use multiple social media platforms like Facebook and Instagram for marketing and selling finished products, which she have learned previously since launching her side art project under the name “Sunflower Gift”. This has already been a great success, as two women who attended her class have since launched their own businesses and are implementing the skills they acquired from the training.Painting on ceramic

With a focus on gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower female youth like Majd to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society to advocate for themselves and others. Through its Innovation Fund, USAID YouthPower is supporting entrepreneurship among youth around Jordan by helping them to set up their businesses and initiatives and providing guidance and capacity building throughout the process.
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