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Youth Transforms from a Silent to an Active Citizen!


			
An engaged youth opens his doors to host fellow youth and enable them to engage in their communities

Anas Ghwairi resides in Berain, a remote area far from the city center of Zarqa, Berain has limited access to resources and a challenging public transport. Our 22 years old friend holds a Bachelor’s degree in Applied Geology and Environmental Sciences from Al Albayt University in Mafraq.“When quarantine measures as a result of COVID-19 threatened to worsen the health of those struggling with obesity, I knew it was time to act. With the right knowledge and tools, I could encourage others to live healthier lifestyles.”


The negative energy and cynical mindsets surrounding Anas, in addition to the lack of an enabling environment that would foster his positive youth development, infected him with pessimism, Anas lacked motivation and enjoyed a rather silent to passive citizenship.Anas Ghwairi, 22 years old.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Anas was doubtful about his capactity to change, however, he decided to join USAID YouthPower and give it a try. He then gradually started developing life skills, he learned more about problem-solving and decision-making approaches. Anas also learned how to address issues of gender-based violence and how to integrate people with disabilities into the community. Anas says: “Persons with disabilities merely have a physical disability, but they can do everything I can. In my opinion, lack of knowledge is a much bigger disability”.
After partaking in the transformative learning activities and workshops conducted by youth engaged in USAID YouthPower, Anas achieved his agency, and that was when his mindset changed, he became a trainer in three communities including his own community in Berain, up until now, Anas has trained more than 150 youth.“We don’t want to get influenced by the negative mindsets in the community, instead we can be the ones influencing them to see that change is positive.”
Anas Ghwairi. Youth
Trainer at USAID YouthPower

Recently and at his own leisure, Anas meets the youth of his community wherever they feel comfortable, at their houses, farms, touristic spots or youth gatherings. He is striving to educate them about the importance of problem-solving, gender and social inclusion. He reflected: “I feel obligated to transfer this knowledge to other youth, because it revitalized my self-confidence and motivation, if we want a better future, we need more youth to become productive members of the society.”
Through his participation at USAID YouthPower, Anas was transformed from a silent citizen to an active citizen whom is striving to support the youth in his community. USAID YouthPower continues to provide support and motivate youth to engage with their communities productively with the agency to overcome obstacles and grow into the versions of themselves that they aspire to be. 
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