
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is critical for community members to understand their legal and constitutional rights. These rights are the basis of the legal system and act as the protecting umbrella for the community and its members.
To increase legislation understanding, in August 2020, 23-year old, Omar Mheidat from Irbid, in collaboration with other professional youth from the law field, began an initiative called “Know Your Rights” to educate university students on their rights as citizens, including general legal information, constitutional rights and freedoms, the labor law, and cybercrime laws.
USAID YouthPower funded and provided guidance for the initial phase of the initiative, which covered the first 12 months of operations.
Over the past year, Omar and his team have established a Facebook page to share information, which now has a following of 1,300 users. The Know your Rights team keep the page active, with around 45 posts each month that provide legal information that concerns students and youth as citizens. The team connected with Lawyers Without Borders and signed a memorandum of understanding and cooperation, to support the initiative in creating simple guides and provide legal consulting services. They also created a 'Know Your Rights' training curriculum with five videos to create awareness among students of their legal rights. They established partnerships with government and private universities, and relevant civil society organizations to support development and review of the training materials. The training has been provided to more than 250 youth across Jordan. As word of these training spread among students, a number of other universities have approached the Know Your Rights team to conduct legal training sessions for their students.
“Know Your Right” now continues independently into its second phase, as Omar hopes to turn his initiative into a profit-maker while helping young entrepreneurs and small businesses at the same time. 
"There is an increasing number of youth-led businesses, which begin with few resources, especially financially, and these business owners often have weak legal knowledge and thus are unable to make the best decisions from a legal perspective," explained Omar. He added, "Following several discussions with business owners, I learned that they want to meet all legislative requirements, however, they cannot afford professional legal advice. Therefore, we plan to offer seminar-style sessions to business owners, so they can share the cost of advice. This way we can help the community become law-abiding and also generate income."
Many young people have already benefitted from the Know Your Rights initiative. They have provided cybercrime counsel to several youth women who were being intimidated by cybercriminals who hacked their devices and obtained photos, which the young women did not want shared publicly. “Know Your Right” connected the victims with the cybercrime unit channels of communication and advised them that they can report their cases to these units, which act in complete confidentiality. 
Another example is 27-year-old, Abdulqader Abu Zubaydah, who was late on his rent and threatened with eviction by his landlord. Abdulqader contacted “Know Your Rights” and was advised of his legal options and acted accordingly; as a result, Abdulqader did not have to leave the premises and was able to pay his late rent on an affordable repayment arrangement.
With a focus on youth and gender inclusion, USAID YouthPower continues to empower youth to act as engaged citizens and productive members of society, to advocate for themselves, and to shape services designed to better prepare them to enter higher education, vocational training, and the workforce. Since its start, the USAID YouthPower has activity supported more than 100 initiatives to date, with a focus on female youth participation in 60 communities in Jordan.
[image: C:\Users\sshakhshir\Pictures\Know Your Right.jpg][image: hd_success_story][image: C:\Users\sbasnyet\Desktop\Outreach\USAID Jordan  Full Identity - Horizontal Color English.bmp][image: blank_cs_photo]Entrepreneur Omar finds sustainable opportunity while helping the community
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[image: C:\Users\sshakhshir\Pictures\Know Your Right 2.jpg][image: footer_1_tag]“I’m thankful to the help provided by USAID YouthPower! Now, more than a year later, I am proud to say that the initiative is sustainable and growing to open new entrepreneur opportunities.” 
Omar Mheidat, 23 year old
One of the posts shared on “Know Your Right” Facebook page.
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