
Inspired by the annual UN 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, which runs from November 25 to December 10, USAID YouthPower collaborated with a group of youth to run a youth-led awareness campaign in Jordan in November and December 2020 titled Violence isn’t Power'. The campaign sought to create awareness among Jordan's youth of Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and to equip youth advocates with the skills to help address the issue and improve access for youth victims to the support they need. 
Over the course of the campaign, youth champions attended workshops, training sessions and focus groups, and determined an urgent need to standardize the referral mechanisms for Gender-Based Violence cases in Jordan. USAID YouthPower participants presented their findings for a single youth referral system and policy papers, along with several initial recommendations that arose from dialogue sessions with stakeholders from the National Center for Human Rights, the Sisterhood Is Global Institute (SIGI Jordan), the Family Protection Department, the National Council for Family Affairs, and the Jordanian National Commission for Women. 
On December 10, 2020, the final day of the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence, USAID/Jordan Mission Director Sherry F. Carlin and 36 youth (26 female, 10 male), participated in a workshop that combined digital and physical presence to discuss the outcomes of the campaign. The youth gender champions provided recommendations and next steps for designing a system to refer victims of Gender-Based Violence for youth under the age of 29. During the workshop, USAID/Jordan Mission Director Sherry F. Carlin and the Secretary General of the Jordanian National Commission for Women (JNCW) Dr. Salma Nims, had open discussions with youth members of the Gender Inclusion Learning Club about the main socio-economic challenges facing youth, including Gender-Based Violence.
The workshop led to agreed calls to action and action plans to adopt recommendations to address Gender-Based Violence in Jordan. 
Mission Director Carlin praised the youth for their determination and commitment, saying, “The commitment you’ve shown to combating Gender-Based Violence is illustrative of what Jordanian youth can achieve collectively and individually. Please know that your voices are being heard and you are remarkable change agents for your communities and country”.
The 'Violence Isn't Power' campaign at the end of 2020 reached 21,000 Jordanian youth, who are now more aware of Gender-Based Violence and the referral process for victims. In addition, youth advocates established excellent relationships with government and community-based organization stakeholders. Consequently, 13 youth (7 females, 6 males) from the USAID YouthPower Gender Inclusion Learning Club are now working with the Family Protection Department and Juveniles team to finalize training material on Gender-Based Violence, and address a list of suggestions to enhance the referral and reporting mechanisms. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]USAID YouthPower aims to create sustainable youth communities who will continue being active in finding solutions to the challenges faced in their communities. The 2021 youth-led campaign not only acts against Gender Based Violence, but also brings USAID YouthPower and Jordan's youth one-step closer to continuing their efforts against Gender Based Violence beyond the life of USAID YouthPower.
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[image: footer_1_tag]“As cornerstones and drivers for change, youth must intensify efforts to mitigate violence and put an end to all causes that lead to gender based violence.”
 “Youth have a major role in the fight against gender based violence, as they are the beating heart and the artery of the Jordanian society”
Respectively, Thurayya Ma’abreh and Ibrahim Zawaydeh, Youth participants in the 2020, 16 Day Campaign
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