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Self-Reliance:

The ability of a country to plan, finance, and implement solutions 

to its own development challenges

What is Self-Reliance?
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Commitment:

Choices / Behaviors

How well a country’s laws, policies, actions, and informal 

governance mechanisms -- such as cultures and norms -

- support progress towards self-reliance

Capacity:

Achievement / Outcomes

How far the country has come in its journey across the 

dimensions of political, social, and economic 

development, including the ability to work across these 

sectors

As Commitment 

and Capacity 

strengthen, so 

does overall 

Self-Reliance

What drives Self-Reliance?
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Metrics1

Redefining the Relationship 
with Partner Countries

Financing Self-
Reliance

2

Strategic Transitions 5

Private Sector 
Engagement

3

4

Our focus 

today

How is USAID re-orienting around the concept of Self-Reliance?
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Open and Accountable Governance

Inclusive Development

Economic Policy

Capacity of the Government

Capacity of Civil Society

Capacity of Citizens

Capacity of the Economy

Achievement / Outcomes around:

Choices / Behaviors around:

Commitment

Capacity

• Nine months of 

consultations

• Almost 200 

datasets assessed

 Final “v1.0” list 

of 17 self-reliance 

metrics

What is the Self-Reliance metrics effort trying to measure?
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Which metrics 

have we settled 

on?
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What are country roadmaps?

• The primary visualization tool for assessing a country’s 

journey to self-reliance:

- Overall: relative position

- Along each metric: strengths, obstacles

• Will be produced annually for all low- and middle-

income countries

• Anticipate being publically available later this year

How will we turn these metrics in to a self-reliance assessment tool?
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What will the Roadmaps and metrics be used for?

1. Seeing where a country is on its journey towards self-reliance

2. Development dialogue, as appropriate

3. To inform high-level strategic planning efforts

4. As a signal for when to consider closer examination for strategic transition

What will the Roadmaps and metrics not be used for?

• As a stand alone “red light / green light” determinative tool

• As a sort of competitive “scorecard” (ala MCC) 

• “Infallibly”– secondary / supplemental information will be key, and the indicators will need 

to be continually reviewed and improved

• To measure progress on specific USAID projects/activities

What will be the ultimate uses for these roadmaps and metrics?
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• Key system inter-relationships

• Sector-specific challenges or opportunities 

• Sub-national or regional development 

differences

• Unique country context issues

9

Primary metrics: Limitations
Using secondary metrics and 

analyses

• Provide a sector-level view of self-reliance 

• Inform programmatic and sector approaches

• Engage external stakeholders (i.e. funding)

• May inform programmatic and sector 

decisions, but not necessarily as outcome 

indicators

• Should not replace the country-level  

analyses needed for program design-

implementation
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• Move to a “sector table” that reflects your work or personal interests

• Within your sector group, choose a leader to report out and a scribe to document the 

process

• One Commitment and Capacity Sub-Dimension per sector.

• Identify elements (DO/IRs) in your current RF that could support change in your selected sub-

dimensions.

• How might current programming impact your selected sub-dimensions?

• Do any existing activity or project-level indicators reflect these sub-dimensions?

• Identify the top three opportunities and challenges your sector team would face in 

measuring outcomes that reflect changes in the sub-dimensions you’ve selected.
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Table Discussion: 

Secondary metrics in context
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