USAID/WMI Activity — Good Story #21

WATER USERS ASSOCIATION
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP

In collaboration with the Jordan Valley Authority (JVA), the USAID/Water Management Initiative (VWMI)
and the German International Cooperation (GIZ) - Water Resources Management Program have
organized a two-day workshop for the Water Users Association (WUA) to assess overall performances
and to present the future vision for the —— R 2 . =

participatory approach of irrigation water - =

management in the Jordan Valley.

The workshop, which was under the
patronage of JVA Secretary General Eng.
Sa’ed Abu Hammour, included signing
Task Transfer Agreements from JVA to
WUA to build on the previous
agreements that included transferring
tasks related to water distribution,
maintenance, and safeguarding water
resources.

The workshop presented the
achievements of the WUA and reflected
the farmers’ evaluation results of WUA,
in addition to WUA evaluation results of
JVA as well as JVA Operation and
Maintenance (O&M) directorates’
evaluation of WUA.

The workshop aimed at enhancing the participation role of farmers in managing the irrigation water, and
paving the way for the activation of supportive policy and legislation to separate bulk water supply from
the operations of distributing water to the end users.

WUA were established to increase the efficiency in distributing irrigation water while reducing water
losses and combating illegal water use.

The workshop also presented the opportunity to establish a participatory approach between JVA and
WUA and discussed the needed actions to transfer all operation and maintenance functions from the
pumping stations to the farm units.

Also, the workshop organized groups’ discussions to develop actions around legal, institutional, social,
technical, and financial matters toward achieving the future vision. Furthermore, it included the
presentation about modern technologies and approaches implemented in Jordan in the drinking water
sector that could be used to improve irrigation water management.
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